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 A significant portion of students 
engage in high-risking 
 Definition
 Think it’s the only way to have fun

 Lack of Supervision
 Many students away from home for the first time
 Not accustomed to increased freedom

 Posters
 14 messages
 2 styles

 Saturation
 Hallways, bathrooms, laundry rooms
 53 throughout one residence hall



 Central Intercept
 Interviewed after each new poster
 25 students each wave
 A total of 340 students

 What do you think about your 
own drinking habits?

 “Makes me think if I went to a party here 
what kind of people would be there”

 “Reminds me of one of my friends”



 What do you think about others 
drinking habits?
 “I think it’s wrong, but at the same time 

it’s their life and it’s up to them”

 “I worry about other people putting me in a 
bad situation”

 “I think of people on my floor who 
shouldn’t drink, some people need to 
change”



 What do you think about others 
drinking habits?
 “Hopefully they’ll get better.  I’ve seen 

some pretty bad students around campus.”

 “I don’t think they’ll change too often 
because I don’t think they’ll pay attention 
to the posters”

 “It’s their own choice, deal with the 
consequences”

 What do you think about your 
own drinking habits?
 “I think a lot more about the 

consequences.”

 What do you think about others’
drinking habits?
 “I don’t think it would really affect it.”



 What does the message say to 
you?
 “If you get really drunk you do stupid 

stuff”

 “Not to get that bad or let your friends get 
that bad”

 “Don’t drink or you’ll be over the toilet, 
throwing up like her“



 What do you think about your 
own drinking habits?
 “I limit myself, I don’t let it get that far.”

 What do you think about others’
drinking habits?
 “It’s embarrassing, people who make a fool 

of themselves.”

 In a few words, what does the 
message say to you?

“Doesn’t tell the truth, it shows a guy and says 
no more than 4 and he could have had 2 and 
looked like that or had 50 and looked like 
that.”



 

Table 1.  Responses to closed-ended questions ( n=340) 
 

 

TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING:  

Strongly 
Agree 

 
Agree 

 
Not sure 

 
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

No 
opinion 

Not 
Applicable 

I understand the message.   
 

n=223 
66% 

n=113 
33% 

n=3 
1% 

0 0 0 n=1
<1% 

I believe the message. 
 

n=166 
49% 

n=143 
42% 

n=19 
6% 

n=8 
2% 

n=2 
1% 

n=2 
1% 

0 

I like the message. 
 

n=120 
35% 

n=166 
49% 

n=28 
8% 

n=9 
3% 

n=3 
1% 

n=13 
4%

0 

I think the message would appeal to my friends. 
 

n=64 
19% 

n=103 
30% 

n=10
1 

30% 

n=46 
14% 

n=13 
4% 

n=10 
3% 

n=3 
1% 

The message appeals to me. 
 

n=79 
23% 

n=138 
41% 

n=32 
9% 

n=45 
13% 

n=20 
6% 

n=11 
3% 

n=15 
4% 

I decreased my drinking as a result of seeing the message. 
 

n=27 
8% 

n=32 
9% 

n=27 
8% 

n=51 
15% 

n=21 
6% 

n=18 
5% 

n=164 
48% 

My commitment to not drink was strengthened or 
reinforced by the message. 

n=61 
18% 

n=111 
33% 

n=33 
10% 

n=39 
12% 

n=8 
2% 

n=22
7% 

n=66
19% 

 Messages would inspire others 
to change their drinking habits.

 Embarrassment associated with 
excessive drinking.

 Students discussed the posters 
with each other.

 Socially desirable answers.
 Students willing to talk may 

have been different from the 
students who avoided talking.
 May not have captured drinkers
 2:00 a.m. session may have reached them



Larger scale
 Half-dozen treatment residence halls
 Half-dozen control residence halls

Message interpretation 
differences
 Abstainers
 Social drinkers
 High-risk drinkers




