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Ohio SOPHE
Quarterly Newsletter
 

Greetings OSOPHE members! 
I am excited and honored to serve as the 2017 Ohio SOPHE President. I want to thank 
Dan Davis, our immediate Past President, for his mentorship and continued service with 
our chapter.  
We are gearing up for another great, and BUSY, year! Our annual Board r
on January 27. We had vibrant discussions about how to better serve our members and 
ways to continue to improve our operations. 
 
Here are some important events and projects on the horizon:
 
Our largest undertaking in 2017 will be a new and
vital to our organization. It manages our membership directory, Health Educators’ Institute 
(HEI) registration, and is an important form of communication with our members and non
members. Upgrading our website will help
Please be patient as these changes are made. Kudos to 
Khatib, Technology Co
project! 
 
As many of you know, the 2018
Ohio April 3-6, 2018. This is a huge opportunity to showcase our chapter and all the 
wonderful health educators across our state.  Many of you volunteered to assist National 
SOPHE conference planning. Th
more information throughout the year! 
 
While you’re at it, save the following important dates as well:
 

Quarterly Meetings at Columbus Public Health (240 Parsons Avenue, Columbus):
 

• March 10

• June 9

• September 8

• December 8

Health Educators’ Institute
 

• October 26

• Maumee Bay State Park 

This is shaping up to be an important year for public health and health education advocacy 
as well. I encourage you get involved with these advocacy efforts, whether i
OSOPHE or another public health organization, or even on your own time. If you have any 
questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at 
(740) 349-1663.
 
I look forward to another great year!
 

Nicole 
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Greetings OSOPHE members!  
I am excited and honored to serve as the 2017 Ohio SOPHE President. I want to thank 
Dan Davis, our immediate Past President, for his mentorship and continued service with 

We are gearing up for another great, and BUSY, year! Our annual Board r
on January 27. We had vibrant discussions about how to better serve our members and 
ways to continue to improve our operations.  

Here are some important events and projects on the horizon: 

Our largest undertaking in 2017 will be a new and improved website! Our website is so 
vital to our organization. It manages our membership directory, Health Educators’ Institute 
(HEI) registration, and is an important form of communication with our members and non
members. Upgrading our website will help us streamline efforts and improve security. 
Please be patient as these changes are made. Kudos to Hilary Requejo

, Technology Co-Chairs, and their committee for their efforts on this very important 

As many of you know, the 2018 National SOPHE conference will be held in Columbus, 
6, 2018. This is a huge opportunity to showcase our chapter and all the 

wonderful health educators across our state.  Many of you volunteered to assist National 
SOPHE conference planning. Thank you! Make sure to save the date and stay tuned for 
more information throughout the year!  

While you’re at it, save the following important dates as well: 

Quarterly Meetings at Columbus Public Health (240 Parsons Avenue, Columbus):

March 10 

June 9 

September 8 

December 8 

Health Educators’ Institute 

October 26-27 

Maumee Bay State Park  

This is shaping up to be an important year for public health and health education advocacy 
as well. I encourage you get involved with these advocacy efforts, whether i
OSOPHE or another public health organization, or even on your own time. If you have any 
questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at nsmith@lickingcohealth.org

1663. 

ook forward to another great year! 

        

 

SAVE THE DATE!!
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I am excited and honored to serve as the 2017 Ohio SOPHE President. I want to thank 
Dan Davis, our immediate Past President, for his mentorship and continued service with 

We are gearing up for another great, and BUSY, year! Our annual Board retreat was held 
on January 27. We had vibrant discussions about how to better serve our members and 

 

improved website! Our website is so 
vital to our organization. It manages our membership directory, Health Educators’ Institute 
(HEI) registration, and is an important form of communication with our members and non-

us streamline efforts and improve security. 
Hilary Requejo and Angy El-

Chairs, and their committee for their efforts on this very important 

National SOPHE conference will be held in Columbus, 
6, 2018. This is a huge opportunity to showcase our chapter and all the 

wonderful health educators across our state.  Many of you volunteered to assist National 
ank you! Make sure to save the date and stay tuned for 

Quarterly Meetings at Columbus Public Health (240 Parsons Avenue, Columbus): 

This is shaping up to be an important year for public health and health education advocacy 
as well. I encourage you get involved with these advocacy efforts, whether it is through 
OSOPHE or another public health organization, or even on your own time. If you have any 

nsmith@lickingcohealth.org or 

     

SAVE THE DATE!! 
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Recognizing Stark County’s 6

 
The 6th annual Stark County Health Improvement Summit was held on February 22, 
2017, at Walsh University in North Canton.  
of the county’s community health assessment process
participants to join efforts to improve the health of the community.  
local and state presenters who are experts on topics related to health improvement or 
who have information to share about new or innovative programs.  This year, informati
was provided about the 2017
(CHIP), which will be released to the public in March, and programs addressing the health 
priorities identified in the Plan. 
 
One of the main themes in the 2017
Cultural Competency and Health Equity.  OSOPHE’s very own, 
was the opening keynote presenter.  Her presentation titled
Hearts: Effectively Engaging The Communities We Serve” 
the 130 plus attendees at the Summit.  As OSOPHE members know, Melissa is a 
dynamic, funny and knowledgeable presenter and she did not disappoint in Stark County!  
 
People attending the Summit included representatives from all fo
health departments; social services agencies and nonprofits; and community members.  
There was also nearly 20 high school youth who attended through the Aultman Hospital’s 
Ambassadors program. These students have a focus on improvin
schools.   
 
Ohio SOPHE members 
leadership to host the Summit and lead the efforts for the county’s Community Health 
Assessment (CHA) and CHIP, which are requirements for public health
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Recognizing Stark County’s 6th Annual Health 
Improvement Summit

annual Stark County Health Improvement Summit was held on February 22, 
2017, at Walsh University in North Canton.  The purpose of the Summit is to share results 
of the county’s community health assessment process and educate, motivate

ipants to join efforts to improve the health of the community.  
local and state presenters who are experts on topics related to health improvement or 
who have information to share about new or innovative programs.  This year, informati
was provided about the 2017-2019 Stark County Community Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP), which will be released to the public in March, and programs addressing the health 

rities identified in the Plan.  

One of the main themes in the 2017-2019 CHIP, and also extended to the Summit, was 
Cultural Competency and Health Equity.  OSOPHE’s very own, 
was the opening keynote presenter.  Her presentation titled
Hearts: Effectively Engaging The Communities We Serve” 
the 130 plus attendees at the Summit.  As OSOPHE members know, Melissa is a 
dynamic, funny and knowledgeable presenter and she did not disappoint in Stark County!  

People attending the Summit included representatives from all fo
health departments; social services agencies and nonprofits; and community members.  
There was also nearly 20 high school youth who attended through the Aultman Hospital’s 
Ambassadors program. These students have a focus on improvin

Ohio SOPHE members Kay Conley, Amanda Kelly, and 
leadership to host the Summit and lead the efforts for the county’s Community Health 
Assessment (CHA) and CHIP, which are requirements for public health

1 Melissa Thomas presenting at the 2017 Stark County Health Improvement Summit

2  Health Improvement Summit participants 

 

Annual Health 
Improvement Summit 

annual Stark County Health Improvement Summit was held on February 22, 
The purpose of the Summit is to share results 

educate, motivate, and inspire 
ipants to join efforts to improve the health of the community.  This is done through 

local and state presenters who are experts on topics related to health improvement or 
who have information to share about new or innovative programs.  This year, information 

2019 Stark County Community Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP), which will be released to the public in March, and programs addressing the health 

and also extended to the Summit, was 
Cultural Competency and Health Equity.  OSOPHE’s very own, Dr. Melissa Thomas, 
was the opening keynote presenter.  Her presentation titled, “Speaking With Our 
Hearts: Effectively Engaging The Communities We Serve” was very well received by 
the 130 plus attendees at the Summit.  As OSOPHE members know, Melissa is a 
dynamic, funny and knowledgeable presenter and she did not disappoint in Stark County!   

People attending the Summit included representatives from all four county hospitals and 
health departments; social services agencies and nonprofits; and community members.  
There was also nearly 20 high school youth who attended through the Aultman Hospital’s 
Ambassadors program. These students have a focus on improving the health of their 

and Kelly Potkay provide 
leadership to host the Summit and lead the efforts for the county’s Community Health 
Assessment (CHA) and CHIP, which are requirements for public health accreditation.   

 

at the 2017 Stark County Health Improvement Summit 
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We would like to invite you to participate in the
that will be taking place
Ohio (just North of Columbus).
 
This year’s theme centers on “Best Practices in Communication, Access, Delivery, and 
Design”, and we encourage you to submit an abstract to
and lessons learned in addressing the health care needs of Amish, Mennonite and Plain 
communities.
 
This conference draws health care professionals and community members from around 
the state and country who are excited to lea
health care issues facing the community. Keynote speakers include bishops and elders 
from local Amish, Mennonite, and Plain communities.
various disciplines will also be offered.
 
Registration can be submitted via mail or email, and payment can be made onlin
PayPal on March 1, 2017. For more d
 
The Call for Proposals is included i
submission is
be contacted at
 

Ohio SOPHE Members 
Congratulations to 
Premier Health as the Program Manager at the Injury Prevention Center of Greater 
Dayton.  
 
If you have past study materials that you are willing to donate to 
be taking the CHES e
She is able to return all materials after the exam. Contact her at 
leahcmitchell@gmail.com
 
Congratulations to 
B.R.E.A.S.T. Health 16
poster session at the DCHC (D.C. Health Communication Conference) in Fairfax, VA in 
April 2017.  

Congratulations to 
General Health District, who married Steve Bray this p
beautiful couple!

Upcoming Events 
We would like to invite you to participate in the 2017 Amish Health Care Conference

will be taking place June 7-9, 2017 at Mohican State Park Lodge in Perrysville, 
Ohio (just North of Columbus). 

This year’s theme centers on “Best Practices in Communication, Access, Delivery, and 
Design”, and we encourage you to submit an abstract to share your research, outreach 
and lessons learned in addressing the health care needs of Amish, Mennonite and Plain 
communities. 

This conference draws health care professionals and community members from around 
the state and country who are excited to learn more about the Amish way of life and 
health care issues facing the community. Keynote speakers include bishops and elders 
from local Amish, Mennonite, and Plain communities. Continuing education hours for 
various disciplines will also be offered.    

gistration can be submitted via mail or email, and payment can be made onlin
March 1, 2017. For more details go to www.appalcare.org

The Call for Proposals is included in the registration packet, and the deadline for 
submission is March 10, 2017.  Please let us know if you have any questions. We can 
be contacted at 1-877-463-3686 (x 710) or via email at conference@appalcare.org

Ohio SOPHE Members ǀ Honors & Recognition
Congratulations to Angy El-Khatib, co-chair of Technology! She got a new position with 
Premier Health as the Program Manager at the Injury Prevention Center of Greater 

If you have past study materials that you are willing to donate to 
be taking the CHES exam on April 22nd and is in need of the 7th

She is able to return all materials after the exam. Contact her at 
leahcmitchell@gmail.com or 419-429-9144.  

Congratulations to Lisa Harris, M.Ed., CHES, for having an abstract based on her My 
B.R.E.A.S.T. Health 16-week summer workshop series for at risk women accepted for a 
poster session at the DCHC (D.C. Health Communication Conference) in Fairfax, VA in 

Congratulations to Katherine “Kat” Bray (Mastro), MS, CHES,
General Health District, who married Steve Bray this past October. Best wishes to the 
beautiful couple!  

Health Care Conference 
at Mohican State Park Lodge in Perrysville, 

This year’s theme centers on “Best Practices in Communication, Access, Delivery, and 
share your research, outreach 

and lessons learned in addressing the health care needs of Amish, Mennonite and Plain 

This conference draws health care professionals and community members from around 
rn more about the Amish way of life and 

health care issues facing the community. Keynote speakers include bishops and elders 
Continuing education hours for 

gistration can be submitted via mail or email, and payment can be made online via 
www.appalcare.org. 

n the registration packet, and the deadline for 
Please let us know if you have any questions. We can 

conference@appalcare.org 
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Premier Health as the Program Manager at the Injury Prevention Center of Greater 

If you have past study materials that you are willing to donate to Leah Mitchell. She will 
th edition study materials. 

She is able to return all materials after the exam. Contact her at 

an abstract based on her My 
week summer workshop series for at risk women accepted for a 

poster session at the DCHC (D.C. Health Communication Conference) in Fairfax, VA in 
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